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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on roll call
no. 52, had | been present, | would have
voted Yes.

———

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
OF EULESS CITY MANAGER
GARY McKAMIE

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Gary McKamie who retired as the
Euless City Manager on January 31, 2015.
Gary has spent the last 42 years serving the
City of Euless, and | am privileged to highlight
his astonishing career.

Gary McKamie began his career with the
City of Euless in 1973 as a public safety dis-
patcher. He worked in several positions in the
Euless Police Department where he rose
through the ranks as a Patrol Officer, Detec-
tive, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Assistant Police
Chief and, ultimately, as Chief of Police for six
years beginning in 1993.

As the Chief of Police, Gary McKamie was
instrumental in executing several community
projects which included the passage of the
criminal tax, establishment of the Citizen’s Po-
lice Academy, conducting town hall meetings
and assisting with the development of the po-
lice and courts facility.

In 1999, Gary McKamie became the Deputy
City Manager in Euless and served in that ca-
pacity for eight years. He was then appointed
City Manager in 2007. As City Manager, Gary
oversaw major commercial development
projects in Euless including Glade Parks and
the Riverwalk. Both projects were successfully
completed to maintain the charm of the com-
munity while protecting the natural scenery
that defines Euless. He led significant initia-
tives to improve water conservation, such as
the Reclaimed Water Project, which delivers
recycled water for irrigation use in northeast
Euless. During his tenure as City Manager,
Gary was successful in maintaining a conserv-
ative budget, allowing Euless to remain in a
strong financial position.

Gary McKamie and his wife, Paula, have
been married for 40 years. They have three
sons: Blake, Brant and Blane, and six grand-
children: Kylar, Kaylee, Kelsie, Jaxon, Addie
and Annabelle.

Gary McKamie’s leadership in Euless will be
missed, but his impact on the city will always
be remembered. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to ask all of my distinguished colleagues to
join me in thanking Gary McKamie for his 42
years of public service with the City of Euless.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
52 | was unable to vote because my flight was
cancelled due to inclement weather. Had |
been present, | would have voted yes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM
OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 3, 2015
Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.

52 | had an unavoidable conflict. Had | been
present, | would have voted AYE.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 80TH
BIRTHDAY OF MAJOR GENERAL
[RET.] GERALD G. WATSON

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize my friend, Major Gen-
eral (Ret.) Gerald G. Watson, in honor of his
80th birthday.

Watson graduated from Trinity University
with a Bachelor of Science degree in chem-
istry. He was designated a distinguished mili-
tary graduate and received a regular Army
commission in the U.S. Army Chemical Corps.
He went on to earn a Master of Science in lo-
gistics systems analysis from the Air Force In-
stitute of Technology. His military education in-
cluded the Artillery Officers Basic Course, the
Chemical Officers Advanced Course, the Army
Command and General Staff College and the
U.S. Army War College.

During Watson’s extensive military career,
he served as the first chemical operations offi-
cer in the Military Assistance Command in
Vietnam, where he directed the U.S. Air Force
“Ranch Hand” operations, involving the chem-
ical defoliation program. Most of his missions
were flown in a craft nicknamed “Patches,”
due to the vessel having endured more than
500 direct hits from enemy ground fire. Under
his leadership, the defoliation program suc-
cessfully resulted in over a 90 percent reduc-
tion in ambushes from Vietcong forces in
South Vietnam.

Watson directed the construction and oper-
ation of the first two large scale chemical
weapons demilitarization facilities while serv-
ing as Commander of Rocky Mountain Arse-
nal. During this time, 7,000 tons of chemical
warfare agents were successfully destroyed.

He oversaw the development of the Army’s
plan for the destruction of its biological weap-
ons stockpile. Later, he served as Program
Manager to see the plans be carried out and
the biological weapons sufficiently eliminated.

In the office of the Army’s deputy Chief-of-
Staff for Operations, Watson spearheaded the
re-establishment of the U.S. Army Chemical
Corps while acting as Director of the Nuclear,
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Biological and Chemical Operations Division.
He also served as the Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral for the U.S. Army, where he contributed
greatly to the Army’s world-wide readiness.

Following that assignment, Watson was pro-
moted to Brigadier General, and assigned as
the Commandant, U.S. Army Chemical School
where he was responsible for the development
of the U.S. Army Chemical Corps’ operational
doctrine and material requirements. As Com-
manding General, he was responsible for the
officer and enlisted personnel training activities
to include the approval of the first chemical
live agent training facility in the free world.
During this time, he was responsible for con-
ducting officer and enlisted basic and ad-
vanced training for approximately 3,000 offi-
cers, 25,000 NCOs and enlisted personnel per
ear.

y Selected to be the Director of the Defense
Nuclear Agency in 1989, Watson was respon-
sible for conducting underground nuclear
weapons tests to determine the equipment
and personnel’s survivability and vulnerability
to withstand the environment created by nu-
clear weapons.

Watson served as General Manager and
President of Teledyne-Commodore LLC after
retiring from active duty. From 1998-2009, he
acted as senior advisor to the Vice President
for Research at Auburn University. He has
served on the Board of Directors of Science
Engineering Services, Inc., as well as the
Board of Directors of the Community Founda-
tion of Calhoun County. General Watson has
also completed his third term as a member of
the Vestry of St. Michael's and All Angels in
Anniston, Alabama.

Currently, he continues to serve as a senior
consultant in a range of issues including do-
mestic preparedness, fuel cell technology,
chemical and biological sensors, automotive
manufacturing technology and canine olfactory
technology. Watson is engaged in support of
areas relating to the domestic preparedness of
first responders and to acts of terrorism involv-
ing weapons of mass destruction.

Although his birthday is on February 19th, a
surprise celebration will be held on February
21st at Classic on Noble in Anniston, Ala-
bama.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating
Major General (Ret.) Gerald Watson on this
milestone, and thanking him for his out-
standing service to our country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to state that | was unable to be in
Washington on February 2nd for votes due to
inclement weather that impacted travel
throughout the Midwest and Northeast.

If I had been able to vote yesterday, | would
have voted as follows:

On passage of H.R. 361, the Medical Pre-
paredness Allowable Use Act, | would have
voted “yea.”

On passage of H.R. 615, the Department of
Homeland Security Interoperable Communica-
tions Act, | would have voted “yea.”

On passage of H.R. 623, the Social Media
Working Group Act of 2015, | would have
voted “yea.”
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on Janu-
ary 27, 2015, on Roll Call #46 on H. Res. 48,
Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R.
351) to provide for expedited approval of ex-
portation of natural gas, and for other pur-
poses, | am not recorded because | was ab-
sent for medical reasons. Had | been present,
| would have voted NAY.

On January 27, 2015, on Roll Call #47 on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 469—Strengthening Child Welfare Re-
sponse to Trafficking Act of 2015, | am not re-
corded because | was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA.

On January 27, 2015, on Roll Call #48 on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 246—To improve the response to victims
of child sex trafficking, | am not recorded be-
cause | was absent for medical reasons. Had
| been present, | would have voted YEA.

On January 28, 2015, on Roll Call #49 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 351,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On January 28, 2015, on Roll Call #50 on
Passage of H.R. 351—LNG Permitting Cer-
tainty and Transparency Act, | am not re-
corded because | was absent for medical rea-
sons. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, | was
not present for votes on February 2, 2015 be-
cause of a serious illness in my family. Had |
been present, | would have voted:

Roll Call #51—Yea

Roll Call #52—Yea

Roll Call #53—Yea

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF LUKE
WAGNER ADAMS

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life and service of Luke
Wagner Adams. Luke was a beloved member
of the Queens community, who recently
passed away at 76 years of age.

A longtime Queens resident, Luke settled in
Sunnyside as a young man and quickly be-
came one of the community’s most well-known
activists. One of Luke’s enduring legacies was
his leadership at the helm of the Gateway
Restoration Project, which led to the creation
of Sunnyside’s most iconic symbol, the Sunny-
side Arch. Luke led the charge on a number
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of additional projects to improve Sunnyside as
a prominent member of the Sunnyside Cham-
ber of Commerce, Sunnyside/Woodside Lions
Club, Sunnyside Kiwanis Club, and Sunnyside
Artists. In recognition of his long list of accom-
plishments, the Sunnyside Chamber of Com-
merce and Sunnyside Artists’ annual ‘Luke
Adams Sunnysider of the Year award was
named in his honor.

Luke will forever be known not only for his
love for his community, but also for his gen-
erosity and selflessness. Luke’s loyalty to his
friends and community was unmatched, and
he was willing to go above and beyond for
those who asked him for help. Whether it was
raising money for the hungry, being the first to
welcome a newcomer to the neighborhood, or
ensuring that others who joined him in his
civic engagement received proper recognition,
Luke was the most humble and genuine per-
son one could come across.

Luke was immensely proud of his commu-
nity, and dedicated his life to making his
neighborhood a better place. Mr. Speaker,
Luke’s commitment to Queens is, and will con-
tinue to be, an inspiration to all of us. | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the life and
legacy of Luke Wagner Adams. May he rest in
peace.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on roll call
no. 53, had | been present, | would have
voted Yes.

———

SANTA ANA COLLEGE
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of a spe-
cial institution in my district, Santa Ana Col-
lege, which celebrates its 100th year of being
a flagship in higher education.

Through innovative teaching methods and a
commitment to community involvement, Santa
Ana College has proven to be a quality edu-
cation to the students of Orange County.

Santa Ana College was recently chosen as
one of fifteen California Community Colleges
to offer a four year degree.

In addition to hosting regular community
fairs aimed at providing resources for vet-
erans, Santa Ana College was also rewarded
a $250,000 grant to assist military veterans
develop the academic skills needed to suc-
ceed in college-level courses.

Santa Ana College does not just boast a
high involvement among veterans, but is con-
tinuously recognized as one of the top asso-
ciate degree producers for minorities in the
nation.

| would like to congratulate Santa Ana Col-
lege for 100 years of overall excellence and
service to my district.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on February 2,
2015 | missed recorded votes #51-53 as |
was delayed en-route to Washington by in-
clement weather.

| would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were here:

On Roll Call #51 | would have voted yea.

On Roll Call #52 | would have voted yea.

On Roll Call #53 | would have voted yea.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, on February
2, 2015, | missed several votes due to weath-
er. | missed recorded votes #51-53.

I would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were present.

On Roll Call #51, | would have voted YEA.

On Roll Call #52, | would have voted YEA.

On Roll Call #53, | would have voted YEA.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today regarding three missed votes due to
inclement weather on Monday, February 2,
2015. Had | been present for roll call vote
number 51, H.R. 361, the Medical Prepared-
ness Allowable Use Act, | would have voted
“yay.” Had | been present for roll call vote
number 52, H.R. 615, the Department of
Homeland Security Interoperable Communica-
tions Act, | would have voted “yay.” Had I
been present for roll call vote number 53, H.R.
623, the Social Media Working Group Act of
2015, | would have voted “yay.”

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF SACRA-
MENTO’S BUSINESS LEADERS

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the many outstanding Sacramento
business leaders being honored at the Sac-
ramento Metropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce’s 120th annual dinner and business
awards ceremony. Those being honored are
dedicated to the success of the Sacramento
Region and have worked tirelessly to advance
the region’s economic vitality. | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring these fine
Sacramentans.

Mark Friedman, President of the Fulcrum
Property  Group, has been  named
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